[Primary mesothelioma of the pericardium: a clinical case].
We describe a 33-years-old male patient, presenting with progressive right heart failure. After evaluation, the hypothesis of effusive-constrictive pericarditis was considered. Medical therapy was initiated with no clinical benefit. On the 15th day after admission he was proposed for surgical intervention. The intraoperatory examination revealed a thick pericardium adhering to the epicardium without a clear separation between them. Complete resection was technically impossible. The postoperative course evolved with worsening heart failure and development of renal failure requiring hemodialysis. A diagnosis of primary pericardial mesothelioma was made after histological evaluation. The patient died 8 days after surgery despite all efforts at hemodynamic compensation. Despite its rarity, this diagnosis should be considered in cases with rapid evolution of constrictive or effusive-constrictive pericarditis. The prognosis for pericardial mesothelioma is poor due to its late diagnosis, the difficulty of surgical excision and poor response to radio- or chemotherapy.